
West Virginia Law Adventure Guidelines 

Welcome to the West Virginia Law Adventure, an educational program about our state's justice 
system for West Virginia students.  The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia has worked 
collaboratively with the West Virginia State Bar and the West Virginia Bar Foundation to provide 
this interactive learning experience. 

1. Eligibility for 2017-2018 School Year 

West Virginia teachers, as well as parents of home-schooled children, are invited to have their 
students write original mock trial scripts based on one of the scenarios included in this guide.  West 
Virginia Law Adventure is open to students in grades 5-12, combined middle-school grade levels or 
combined high-school grade levels.  

2. Requirements for Submissions 

In order to be considered for an award trip to The Supreme Court of Appeals of West Virginia, case 
scripts must be: 

 jury trials;  

 suitable for use in classrooms; 

 developed from one of the scenarios provided with these guidelines; 

 accompanied by a completed cover letter for each submission; 

 submitted by teachers on behalf of their classes, not by individual students; 

 performed before a local magistrate, family court judge or circuit judge by March 15, 
2018. You may contact Jennifer Bundy (304-340-2305, jennifer.bundy@courtswv.gov) or 
April Harless (304-340-2306, april.harless@courtswv.gov) for assistance in arranging the 
courthouse visit.   Please note that judges’ dockets are set months in advance, so the 
local court should be contacted early in the school year to set a date.  The local 
judicial officer will preside in the trial, give students tips on how to make the scripts more 
realistic, and answer questions about the judicial branch of government; 

 postmarked no later than April 1, 2018, and mailed to Jennifer Bundy, Public 
Information Officer, West Virginia Supreme Court of Appeals, 1900 Kanawha Blvd. 
East, Building One, Room E-100, Charleston, WV 25305. Submissions also can be e-
mailed to Jennifer.bundy@courtswv.gov. 

Entries postmarked after April 1, 2018, will not be considered.  

Lawyers will choose one winner in each grade level and one winner for combined middle school 
grades and one for combined high school grades. Winners will be invited to the Supreme Court 
Chamber at the State Capitol in Charleston to meet the Chief Justice and receive their awards.  

Teachers may enter as many cases as they wish from each grade level or from combined grade 
levels, but there must be a separate entry form for each case. Each case must be written by 
different students. 
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Teachers are encouraged to have students who have not participated in writing the case serve as 
jurors. Teachers also are encouraged to include special education students in any or all of the 
process.  

3.          Technical Assistance 

Teachers are invited to seek the assistance of local attorneys.  Teachers may call the West Virginia 
State Bar at (866) 989-8227, for a list of attorneys willing to assist.    

4. Tips for the Writing Process 

Students must write a trial script based on one of the three case scenarios presented in this rules 
packet.   

Each mock trial must have at least two witnesses for each side, i.e., two for the prosecution and 
two for the defense. Because the defendant cannot be forced to testify in the American court 
system, the defense team should have a strategy about whether to have the defendant take the 
witness stand. 

The prosecution and the defense each may have up to two attorneys, although both do not have to 
have speaking roles. There also may be roles for a non-murder victim, clerk, bailiff, and court 
reporter. 

While there is no limit on the number of witnesses, the total trial – including jury 
deliberation – should last no longer than forty-five (45) minutes.  Please keep facts and 
witness statements concise without sacrificing content.  

Students must write opening statements, testimony, closing arguments, and jury 
instructions. Students should produce evidence (e.g., a fire marshal's report) and visual trial props 
like photos and maps.  The facts presented must be consistent with the case scenarios provided in 
the rules packet. 

Please use fictitious names for people, companies, and other entities. If using material from other 
sources, please provide footnotes and/or a bibliography. 

Here are a couple of suggestions for development of witness testimony: 

1. Once students choose and develop a scenario, have the defendant and victim act out the 
crime with witnesses watching. Then have the witnesses write their own witness 
statements/affidavits based on what they saw. Act out the scenario only once; after all, in 
real life the incident they witness would occur only once. 

2. Witness credibility can depend on whether one witness' testimony matches the testimony 
of other witnesses. 

5. Format of Script Submissions 



The enclosed cover letter must be completed and accompany each script. 

Entries must be typewritten, double-spaced, and titled.  DO NOT submit videotapes, DVDs or 
audiotapes. 

Please submit one copy of each case entered. 

Please keep an electronic copy of each case. 
 

Only entries that follow the above guidelines will be considered. 

6. Judging Criteria 

All entries should promote students’ understanding of the law and the judicial branch of 
government.  The scripts should be written by students and be grade-appropriate.  

Points will be awarded as follows: 

Correct Use of Grammar     10 points 
 
Opening Statements (persuasiveness, description of evidence) 20 points 
 
Testimony (questions, consistency with the scenario, creativity) 20 points 
 
Closing Arguments (persuasiveness, description of evidence) 20 points 
 
Jury Instructions (clarity and accuracy)    20 points 
 
Use of Evidence (consistency with the scenario, creativity) 10 points. 

7. The Cases 

On the following pages you will find information on three cases. Students should choose one case 
on which to base a script.  

 


